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Interaction Observation
Context:				Date:			Length of time observed:     
Adult being observed:   					Children:   
Observer:
	Did the practitioner…
	Tally
	It worked well when you… the impact on the child was… 

	Follow the child’s lead 

	1. Come down to the child’s level, follow what the child’s doing and join in?
	
	

	2. Watch the child/ren, wait for them to communicate. Listen attentively and observe any non-verbal clues the child gives?
	
	

	3. Respond to what the child/ren did or said, allow time for the child/ren to respond (Remember the 10 second rule)?
	
	

	Extend the child’s language 

	4. Talk about what the child/ren is doing, using short simple sentences?

	
	

	5. Repeat what the child says, modelling the words clearly. Model and extend child/rens level of language?
	
	

	6. Add a variety of words e.g., action words, describing words – relevant to what’s happening? 
	
	

	Awareness of adult’s interaction

	7. Limit the number of questions used, remember the Elklan hand rule – 1 question to 4 comments, repetitions, expansions, and explanations?
	
	

	8. Give one simple instruction at a time. Say individual child’s name to gain their attention?
	
	

	9. Use non-verbal communication (gestures, facial expressions) to help the child to understand what is said?
	
	

	10. Remember to talk slowly and clearly, repeat the instruction if required?
	
	

	11. Do you offer named choices throughout the day?
Say the name of the items as you show them to the child/ren?
	
	

	12. Give specific praise by saying what the child has done well? e.g. ‘You did very good sharing’.
	
	






	Daily opportunities to develop vocabulary within your setting

	13. Add a short, simple idea? 
· Talk about your thoughts throughout daily routines and encourage children to share their own ideas.
	
	

	14. Do you offer a daily story session to your children?
· Consider your changes in tones of voice when taking on different characters in the story.
· Consider the Blank language framework   when asking children questions about the   story.
· Allow time for children to respond.
· Do you provide opportunities for new words   to be learnt through daily activities? e.g., ‘Digging’, dig in the mud, sand, or toy box. 
· Do you provide story props for children to re-enact the story?
· Do you use the key concepts from Nursery Narrative? e.g. ‘Who, Where, What, When and the end’ to help children understand the structure of a story.
	
	

	15. Do you offer daily opportunities for children to sing songs, nursery rhymes?
· Do you use visual aids to support choice?
· Do you share the songs of the month with parents?
	
	

	16. How do you monitor that every child has received some high-quality interaction with an adult across the day?
· Do all staff know which children require further communication and language support?
· Do they know who to speak to, to discuss their key child’s individual needs?
· Are they aware of any interventions and IEPs in place to support the child?
	
	

	Discussed and next steps agreed:




Signed by Observer:
Signed by Practitioner:
Review Date:

Bolton Early Communication and Language Development Service
For further information on supporting your children’s communication and language development, please refer to the ‘Early years inspection handbook for Ofsted-registered provision – GOV.UK’ – effective from 1st September 2021 (updated 15th December 2021), section 93 – 106, Observation and discussion, and section 180, Quality of Education - The EYFS curriculum.
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Commitments and Cancellations
All requests for cancellations must be received in writing to StartWellBookings@bolton.gov.uk and
changes will become effective on the date of written confirmation being received.

As low numbers can affect the viability of a course, we have to apply a charge if notice is not received in
good time. The appropriate cancellation charge will apply based on the cost of your booking, as shown

below:

Calendar days notice before the start date of the course Fee applicable

29 calendar days or more No charge

Between 15 and 28 calendar days (inclusive) 50% of course fee

Between 1 and 14 calendar days (inclusive) Full course fee

Failure to attend Treated as late cancellation and full

course fee will be charged

Disclaimer
If for any reason we have to cancel or postpone (raini_ng, we will notify all_ Bolton f’
delegates booked onto the course as quickly as possible. A full refund will be &
given in the event of cancellation. Prices are valid until 31 August 2018. Start Well ¢
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