Communication and Language Top Tips

Fewer Questions,
More Comments

One of the easiest things you can do to help develop
your child’s language is to talk about your day together.

Focus on activities that they
enjoy, and you can do
together.

Fewer questions:

e Talk about your day.

e Describe what you are doing.

e This helps children enjoy
chatting without the pressure
of lots of questions.

Scan the QR code or click the link to see the
video: Ask fewer questions and describe:
Narrate your day - BBC Tiny Happy People
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More comments:

e Repeat: what your child says.

e Expand: Add a new word.

e Explain: What they can see,
hear, and feel.

Scan the QR code or click the link to see the
video: Ask fewer questions and describe:

\ Bathtime learning - BBC Tiny Happy People ;,
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Did you know...

e Children gain more words by listening to
you comment on what they are doing than
being asked questions.

e When commenting, you give children new
words.

e When asking questions, children need to
have the words to answer.

e Sometimes we might not get a response to
the question we have asked; there may be a
few reasons for this:

e Children may struggle to answer
questions if they do not have the words
to answer.

e Children need time to process questions
and formulate an answer.
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THE HAND RULE

Ask one question to four...

Remember...

Comments.
Repetitions

Expansions

or Explanations

Elklang
(18) Elklan - Have you heard of the hand rule?

Asking questions can... | Facebook

Describe:
e Comment on what your child is

doing during everyday routines.

e When washing hands, use words
such as: rub, splash, clean. This
helps them learn new words.

Scan the QR code or click the link to see the
video: Ask fewer questions and describe: Washing
hands and chatting - BBC Tiny Happy People
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Describe:

e Comment on what your child is
doing during everyday routines.

r o \When washing hands, use words

such as: rub, splash, clean. This

helps them learn new words.

Scan the QR code or click the link to see the
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